HEIR OF LANDS AND TROUBLE        IOI

the victors; the view of Italy was that the Allies should
respect the deal which had been made with her when
she went into the war. Italy had come in on a contract.
The view of Britain was that all future enemies should
be eliminated. The view of America was that the
nations of Europe should go into committee as friendly
powers. England gave lip service to the right of self-
determination for small nations, but she had signed
away in advance some of the territory which is now Jugo-
slavia. The future of Serbia was a very considerable
problem.

Was Serbia to have Dalmatia? A large portion of
it had been promised to Italy. Was Serbia to have
Croatia? It had always been understood in London
that the Croats would have the right of opting what
they wanted to do. Was Serbia to have a slice of
Hungary? Was she to retain Macedonia? No one
asked what prospect there was of Serbia being able
to" live in peace and amity with neighbours who con-
sidered they had been despoiled.

"Great Serbia" was born at a time when Serbia was
in ruins and the towns swarming with cripples. England,
when she became united with Scotland, took the name
of Great Britain, Why should not the Serbs, united
with Croats and Slovenes, become Great Serbia? The
objection was that even with additions Serbia had not
become great. She was not a great power. She
ranked after Italy and perhaps after Poland. She was
still merely a Balkan state. But the pretensions of what
were left of the Serbs were great enough. The childish
greed for territory which obsesses most nations had free
play in Belgrade. Serbia wanted all there was to be had.

Serbia's man-power had been reduced by three-fifths
and one must also take into consideration the destruction
of the children. Thousands had been lost at the time
of the retreat. As many children as grown men had
perished. The population which survived was war-
stricken. Only in Berlin after the war could one see